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That's not to say that the U.S.
would be far removed from a

potential war. The Iranian Defense
Ministry said the U.S. sent a group
of 40 trucks to the western region
of Al-Asad air base, which houses

about 1,000 American troops,
Reuters reported. As part of
Trump's travel ban, the U.S.

blocked citizens from Iran from
entering the country. Travelers

from the U.S. and Iran who were
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already in the country also were
blocked from further travel. The

State Department issued a
statement saying Washington has
sought to improve relations with

Iran after the "unjustifiable"
assassination of Quds force

commander Qasem Soleimani in
Iraq last week. Iran has lodged a

complaint with the United Nations
over a U.S. airstrike on a top

Iranian commander in Iraq that the
government there characterized as
an "assassination." On Dec. 29, the
United Nations General Assembly
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is expected to vote on a resolution
denouncing the U.S. strikes. Dec.
24, 2019 The Islamic Republic

condemned the U.S. attack.
"Without any references or
evidences, the U.S. targeted

(Qasem) Soleimani," said Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Abbas Mousavi on Dec. 23.

Iranian officials say that
Soleimani's death was a serious

"crime" against the Iranian people
that "will have consequences." The
Iranian government has asked for
the removal of U.S. troops from
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the region following the attack.
"The U.S. need not get out of the

region," Mousavi said. The Islamic
Republic "has always asserted that

it will not accept an invasion in
any part of the region. And if the

US invades, we will retaliate
against the invading force." The

U.S. response to the Iranian
retaliation will be "very strong and
firm," Mousavi added. Trump has
refused to rule out military action

against Iran. Trump faced
criticism for pulling out of the
Iran nuclear accord with the
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world's other main powers in
2018. The pact, which was signed
in 2015, was intended to put limits
on the Islamic Republic's nuclear
program in exchange for relief

from international sanctions. Iran's
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei said the U.S. military
action was a "crime" for which

Washington must pay a price. On
the evening of Dec. 27, Trump
tweeted that the United States
"had no choice 3da54e8ca3
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